[image: image6.jpg]



Website update: The mountaineering club website (www.mountaineeringclub.org) is slowly being updated. On the homepage we now have a new calendar listing all upcoming club events (thanks gez). If you have any other suggestions for ways we could improve the website please post them on the forum.
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NUMC Committee Meeting
Wed 6th May
Grade: Social/Organisational
Location: Jesmond Hotel (cnr Newcastle & Bluegum Rds)
When: starting from 6.30pm

What: grab a bite to eat or a beer and bring along your ideas for the club

Contact: Peter 0411238572 peterkuczera86@gmail.com to add to the agenda

Mt Royal Day Walk

Saturday 9th May
Grade: Beginner
Location: Mt Royal NP
When: Meet at the gearstore at 6am 
What: One of the Hunters most spectacular day walks, taking about 6 hours

Bring: Rain Jacket, warm clothing, decent shoes, lunch, snacks & petrol money.
Contact: Sonia Brown, or reply on the forum.

http://numc.nusa.org.au/forum/viewtopic.php?f=12&t=237
NUMC Farm Party

Saturday 9th May
Grade: Advanced drinkers only. Just kidding everyone is welcome

When: 9th May for 4pm onwards

Where: 166 Dights Crossing Road, Maison Dieu (google it for directions and there are trains that go to singo)

Bring: camping equipment, grog and if you can some fire wood
Dinner and breakfast will be provided as long as you RSVP by 6th-may.

RSVP to Kate Wright 0410693103, or on the forum

http://numc.nusa.org.au/forum/viewtopic.php?f=12&t=236

Glenrock Walk

Tuesday 12th May 
Grade: Pretty easy depending on what people want. It can be walked or jogged.
Location: Meet at Glenrock, Burwood Rd entrance.
What to bring: Joggers, Water, sunscreen, mosquito repellent.
When: 7am
What: It's an awesome rain-forest style track through Glenrock reserve for approx. 30mins, with the beach being the half-way-turn-around-and-go-back point. If people are keen, a little bit of yoga is a really nice way to help start the day.
Cost: Nothing unless carpool plans are made, in which case bring a few dollars for fuel.
Contact: If anyone is interested in car-pooling, or has any questions call KateB on 0407698722
NUMC Pub Crawl

Wednesday 13th May
Grade: Social

Start: at the Delaney (on Darby St) at 7pm, moving onto Finnegan’s, Brewery, Custom’s, Great Northern
Contact: Kerry Burke

Local Climbing Day
Saturday 16th May
Meet at 7:30 am at the gearstore

Contact: Andrew King

Check the forum closer to the date for more details

Advanced Climbing Levels Day

Sunday 17th May
Grade: Advanced

The Plan: meet at 7:30 am at the gearstore, heading to Monkey Face. See the forum for more details.
Contact: Peter Kuczera, or on the forum

NUMC Trivia / Slide Night

Thursday 21st May
Location: The Bar on the Hill 7pm

What: A social evening featuring selected photos from a variety of trips and club activities throughout 2008/2009. Come along and try your hand at some trivia with a chance to win some cool prizes (sponsored by mountain designs). There will be a few games thrown in to spice things up and earn extra points for your teams so bring your lateral thinking caps as well. Bring your friends & family! A great time for the older members of the club to catch up & see what we’ve been up to.
Cost: $15 for NUMC members, $25 for Non-members, tickets at the door.
Contact: Peter Grezl 0432219673, peter.grezl@gmail.com
Bungonia Caving

Fri 22nd - Sun 24th May
Grade: Intermediate

What: Leaving Newcastle Friday arvo. Largely vertical caving. Numbers limited, so get in early! Participants must be confident in vertical rope skills.
Contact: Andrew Godwin or reply on the forum

http://numc.nusa.org.au/forum/viewtopic.php?f=12&t=227
Cyclegaine (Bicycle Scavenger Hunt)

Wed 27th May

When: 5pm-6.30pm 
Where: Civic Park, Newcastle, near the fountain.
What to bring: Bike, colourful clothes, lights.
What is it? It is like an orienteering event combined treasure hunt undertaken on the most superior form of transport - the bike! People will be formed in teams of two or three. Prizes awarded for place getters, brightest team and for good sportspersonship.
Email or phone Nikki Brown to register. 
phone: 49516186 nikvanbike@hotmail.com
Event will be postponed if raining.
Cost-$3 pp

Local Climbing Day
Saturday 30th May
Meet at 7:30 am at the gearstore

Contact: Andrew King

Check the forum closer to the date for more details

Intermediate Climbing Levels Day

Sunday 31st May
Grade: Intermediate

The Plan: meet at 7:30 am at the gearstore, heading to Monkey Face

Contact: Peter Kuczera, or on the forum

Glenrock Walk

Tuesday 2nd June

Grade: Pretty easy depending on what people want. It can be walked or jogged.
Location: Glenrock
What to bring: Joggers, Water, sunscreen, mosquito repellent (too cold for swimming unless you're super enthusiastic!).
When: 7am
What: It's an awesome rain-forest style track through Glenrock reserve for approx. 30mins, with the beach being the half-way-turn-around-and-go-back point. If people are keen, a little bit of yoga is a really nice way to help start the day. Meet up at the Burwood rd entrance to the glenrock walking track.
Cost: Nothing unless carpool plans are made, in which case bring a few dollars for fuel.
Contact: If anyone is interested in car-pooling, or has any questions call KateB on 0407698722
NUMC Committee Meeting
Wed 3rd June
Grade: Social/Organisational
Location: Jesmond Hotel (cnr Newcastle & Bluegum Rds)
When: starting from 6.30pm

What: grab a bite to eat or a beer and bring along your ideas for the club

Contact: Peter 0411238572 peterkuczera86@gmail.com to add to the agenda

Gearstore BBQ
Wed 4th June

Grade: Social

Location: NUMC Gearstore

When: starting from 6pm

What: free BBQ, social evening and training 

Local Climbing Day
Saturday 13th June
Meet at 7:30 am at the gearstore

Contact: Andrew King

Check the forum closer to the date for more details

Gearstore BBQ
Wed 18th June

Grade: Social

Location: NUMC Gearstore

When: starting from 6pm

What: free BBQ, social evening and training 

Warrumbungles Climbing

19th – 21st June
Grade: Experienced multi pitch trad climbing skills essential

Location: Camping at Dow’s camp concentrating on the routes on Bluff Mt (hard)

Contact:http://numc.nusa.org.au/forum/viewtopic.php?f=12&t=229
Nowra Climbing

Fri 26th- Mon 29th June

Grades: from really easy to ridiculously hard.

The Plan: Depart the gearstore on Thursday night & drive to Nowra (4-5hrs). Spend the days climbing at one of Australia’s best sports crags.

Cost: Camping $7 per night, petrol approx $30

Contact: Andrew King or reply on the forum.
Note: You can catch a train there/home if you can’t make these dates
NUMC Committee Meeting
Wed 1st July
Grade: Social/Organisational
Location: Jesmond Hotel (cnr Newcastle & Bluegum Rds)
When: starting from 6.30pm

What: grab a bite to eat or a beer and bring along your ideas for the club

Contact: Peter 0411238572 peterkuczera86@gmail.com to add to the agenda

Beginners Back Country Skiing

Thur 16th – Tues 21st July
Grade: Beginner, need good general fitness

Cost: Ski Hire $75, petrol & park entry btw $50-$80 (cost will be cheaper if you do both trips)

General Plan: Base camp (one day approach), 3 days of skiing, ski out on Tuesday.

Contact: Pete K

More details & RSVP on the forum:

http://numc.nusa.org.au/forum/viewtopic.php?f=12&t=223
Intermediate Back Country Skiing

Wed 22nd – 26th July
Grade: Intermediate, need a high level of pack fitness

Cost: Ski Hire $75, petrol & park entry btw $50-$80

(cost will be cheaper if you do both trips)

General Plan:  a 4-5 day ski tour along the main range.

Contact: Pete K

More details & RSVP on the forum:

http://numc.nusa.org.au/forum/viewtopic.php?f=12&t=224

Monthly Trip Report - Mt Royal Kayaking Trip
In attendance: Sonia “woman from Snowy River” Brown (Trip Leader), Bri “song bird” Sampson, Kris “mr unspectacular” Gesling, Andrew “cow on water” Godwin, Kerry “zigzag” Burke, Dean “sauna” Roberts, Peter “flacid eskimo” Kuczera, Luke “music man” Henley, Rebecca “straight in” Crisp.
The vessels piloted by these brave buccaneers: Casper, Tiny Dancer, Snowy, HMAS Melbourne, Yellow Submarine, the Stately Gentleman, Blood Break, Banana Bec.
In traditional NUMC style we departed around two hours late from the gear store heading towards Nelson Bay, but thanks to the technologically savvy cow on water we soon discovered that would be a mistake. In search of a good camp ground the woman from snowy river managed to display her amazing reversing skills backing the trailer in a fifteen point turn dodging trees. After attempting to run down the flacid eskimo we attempted to enter the water a little early, down the boat ramp in the cars. Brilliant musical talent was displayed by music man and the Bongo Mash Swingtet while the cow on water, and others went for a midnight paddle with a mooing raid on some unsuspecting campers, and mr unspectacular was bitch slapped by a fish.
We awoke to rain early Sunday morning and certain people were slow to get out of bed. We piled into the kayaks around nine in the “no camping area” and Banana Bec was already keen to frolic breathlessly with the fishes. This was shortly followed by zigzag in the yellow submarine, who showed us all how to live under the sea. The blood break was foraging amongst the undergrowth and all the while the HMAS Melbourne tried desperately to live up to its name and attempted to run over as many of its fleet as possible including several attempts at the woman from snowy river but she was sturdy on her steed, Casper. A quick snack in a submerged tree gave us the opportunity to begin our bouldering stupidity.
Back in the boats, 200 metres later everyone gave up so we stopped again for lunch. The bbq area provided the perfect heater and grilled bananas, not to mention some interesting bouldering problems complete with a spit roast. We got some funny glances from passing vehicular doohickymabobs due to some innovative bouldering on a sign. The sauna was a little large and couldn't escape the stately gentleman so the Banana Bec remained pure. Cow on water and the flacid eskimo were forced to abandon ship from the HMAS Melbourne due to injuries caused by friendly fire upon the Tiny Dancer and the Yellow Submarine.
Returning home cow on water tried to rejoin his partner in crime, the flacid eskimo, a little too eagerly resulting in a quick trip to Davey Jones Locker. In this shivering state not even the sea monsters would be spared from his relentless moo attacks. We made it back hypothermic and sore, though some people decided they would prefer to be dry and warm, the flacid eskimo however had other ideas. Pretty soon there were three upside down kayaks floating in the lake and a lot of swearing emanating from the deep. Music man, zigzag and straight in were the first to pass out on the way home, shortly followed by flacid eskimo and mr unspectacular digging into the beverages. Fun times had by all, if you read this far and can actual explain any of this story in a coherent manner, you get a prize and kudos.
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Use of the NUMC email group

All members can use the club’s main mailing list to give notice of spontaneous outdoors adventures and social events (numc@nusa.org.au). Remember your email reaches hundreds of people  - use it wisely, if it is not urgent use the forum instead.
For most information use the forum http://numc.nusa.org.au/forum/ There are specific topics on club trips, gear, Watson, committee details and so on. The forum can be used to advertise things that would be of interest to members e.g. items for sale (outdoors gear, furniture), rooms for rent, sale days at outdoors stores.  To share photos, add as an attachment on the forum.
Equipment Hire

Equipment hire is available from the club gear store,

under the Forum, Tuesdays and Fridays between 5.30pm - 6.30 pm. (Limited dates during holidays)
At the gear store you are able to hire a range of general outdoors equipment for use when going on club trips, or if available, for your own trips. Most of these are charged at poor student rates, e.g. a 2 person tent: $10 per week, sleeping bag: $6 per week. Equipment requires a $5 or $10 deposit.
Trip Costs

The only costs when going on club trips are petrol and any gear you may need to hire. The trip leaders will tell you how much a trip should cost. We request that members also donate $1 per club trip to our ‘Goodwill Fund’. This fund assists those members whose vehicles are damaged on club trips when the driver is not at fault.

Indoor rock climbing 

During semester, the Forum climbing gym is booked for the use of Mountaineering Club members for ‘subsidised’ indoor rock climbing. 
Climbing times:
Tuesdays 5:30 to 8.30pm

Fridays 3.30-5.30pm

Before climbing, an introductory course must be completed. Ask Forum staff for details. 

Also please note that due to fee increases, there will now be a cost of $2.00 per climbing session for club members.

Affiliation with external bodies

To help members of NUSport compete in sports run by external bodies, NUSport is willing to subsidise costs. If you pay registration fees, or pay for licences to join external bodies, for example: Mountain biking Australia or NSW Rogaining, 
NUSport will subsidise 80% up to a maximum of $90 for students, $75 for Newcastle University graduates and staff, and $60 for other external members.
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Trip Forms

Before going on a trip it is recommended you leave

details of your intended adventures should you need to be rescued. This includes details of the group members, destination and estimated return time. Forms available in the gear store.

Training Subsidies

A limited number of training subsidies (max $500/person/year) are available for members who wish to develop skills that will benefit the club. Training which has been subsidised in the past includes senior first aid, remote area first aid and rock skills courses. Preference for the subsidies is given to members who are likely to share the skills learnt through ongoing involvement in club activities. Contact the safety officer or a committee member for further information.

WANTED: TRIP LEADERS – you only need to have some organisational skills and some experience in what you are about to embark on. This is a volunteer club, so the only way that trips happen is if someone volunteers to run them. That could be anything – a ride to sugarloaf, a pub crawl, a horse ride, swim at the beach, walk around a headland, pogo-sticking down the Hunter Street Mall. If there is something you want to do and want some company – put in a trip. Look out for the next Watson Planning Meeting. It’s always great to see new faces.

More info?

The club website and forum feature a vast archive of entertaining stories and photos from past trips, as well as further information on the club’s activities. Check it out!

http://www.mountaineeringclub.org
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Activity Convenors

Climbing:
Andrew King, 0422 017 288

a_king@westnet.com.au
Bushwalking:
Kate Bartlett, 0407 698 722
kate.bartlett@studentmail.newcastle.edu.au
Canyoning:
Glen Shennan, 0409 580 381

glen.shennan@gmail.com

Rogaining:
Sonia Brown, 0423 309 733

son_yah@hotmail.com

Snow Sports:
Peter Kuczera, 0411 238 572

peterkuczera86@gmail.com
Water Sports:
Sonia Brown, 0423 309 733

son_yah@hotmail.com

Caving:
Andrew Godwin 0422 287 236

agodwin444@hotmail.com
Mountain Biking: John Lucas 0431 949 840

John.Lucas@studentmail.newcastle.edu.au  

Social:

Kerry Burke 0406 320 216
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kerry.burke@studentmail.newcastle.edu.au
Organising Committee
President: 
Peter Kuczera, 0411 238 572

peterkuczera86@gmail.com
Vice President:
 Andrew Godwin 0422 287 236;

agodwin444@hotmail.com
Treasurer: 
Bev Brown 0419 675 044 beverly.brown@studentmail.newcastle.edu.au 

Secretary:
Kate Bartlett, 0407 698 722
kate.bartlett@studentmail.newcastle.edu.au
Gearstore: 
Andrew Godwin 0422 287 236;

agodwin444@hotmail.com
IT Officer:
Kerry Burke 0406 320 216

kerry.burke@studentmail.newcastle.edu.au
Media Officer:
VACANT
Levels Co-ordinator: Andrew King, 0422 017 288

a_king@westnet.com.au
Safety Officer:
Sonia Brown, 0423 309 733

son_yah@hotmail.com

Purchasing Officer: Bev Brown 0419675044 beverly.brown@studentmail.newcastle.edu.au
******The above members were elected at the 2008 NUMC AGM. 






